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and urging the country to war, charges which he sufficiently answered in the " Epilogue to the Heavy Brigade," ending with these lines:
And here the singer for his Art
Not all in vain may plead, The song that nerves a nation's heart
Is in itself a deed.
The truth is that though he advocated the war of defence and of liberty, and often said, " Peace at all price implies war at all cost," no one loathed war more than he did, or looked forward more passionately to the
Parliament of man, the Federation of the world, when the earth at last should be one.
A warless world, a single race, a single tongue, I have seen her far away, for is not   Earth as yet so
young ? Every tiger madness  muzzled,  every serpent  passion
kill'd,
Every grim ravine a garden, every blazing desert till'd, Robed in universal harvest up to either pole she
smiles, Universal ocean softly washing all her warless isles1.
What even his hero in " Maud " says is only that the sins of the nation, " civil war" as he calls them, are deadlier in their effect than what is commonly called war, and that they may be in a measure subdued by the war between nations which is an evil more easily recognized.
At first my father was nettled by these captious remarks of the " indolent reviewers," but afterwards would take no notice of them, except to speak of them in a half-pitiful, half-humorous, half-mournful manner. About
1 This line he held to be one of the best of the kind he had ever written. T. i.                                                                                      26